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Intraoperative Point of Care Ultrasound Facilitates Diagnosis and Evacua-

tion of Encapsulated Hematoma

Phil Y Yao™; Katharine M Hinchcliff>; Samuel H Lance?; John J Finneran'

1University of California San Diego, Department of Anesthesiology, San Diego, California.

2University of California San Diego, Department of Plastic Surgery, San Diego, California.

Received Date : May 13, 2022
Accepted Date :June 20, 2022
Published Date : July 04, 2022

*Corresponding Author: Phil Y Yao, University of California San Diego,
Department of Anesthesiology, San Diego, California. 200 West Arbor
Drive MC 8770. San Diego, CA 92103-8770. Tel: (404) 797-8989.

Email: pyyao@health.ucsd.edu

Archived : WwWWw.jcmimagescasereports.org
Copyright : © Phil Y Yao 2022
Body Text

The presented image was a 6 x 6 cm encapsulated hematoma
deep to the gastrocnemius muscle with the surgeon’s finger
as a reference for size (Figure 1 A/B). The surgery team had a
high index of suspicion that an encapsulated hematoma was
present in a coagulopathic patient who had previously under-
went four-compartment fasciotomy, but despite excellent ex-
posure from the fasciotomy incisions, the team was unable
to locate the hematoma. The hematoma was revealed by the
anesthesiologist using Point of Care Ultrasound (PoCUS) with
a linear probe (13-6 MHz, HFL38, Edge-Il ®, SonoSite), which
was sterilely draped into the surgical field. After localizing the
hematoma, a suction catheter was inserted and a total of 250
mL was drained (Figure 1C).

While the gold standard for diagnosing soft tissue pathology is
magnetic resonance imaging or computed tomography, both
are rarely readily available intraoperatively and having to trav-
el to the imaging suite could delay care and increase costs.
PoCUS is a well-established modality for initial evaluation and
treatment of soft tissue pathologies in the emergency depart-
ment and is readily available to many anesthesiologists in the
operating theatre. This image highlights a potentially impor-
tant role for the anesthesiologist, as the person in the operat-
ing room who is most likely to be a skilled ultrasonographer.
Anesthesiologists could consider more routine use of PoCUS,
which some have proposed to be the fifth pillar of physical
examination, in the perioperative environment to help guide
surgical management of patients with suspected soft tissue
pathology.
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