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Bartholin’s gland cyst
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A 39-year-old woman with no notable pathological history 
presented to our department with a genital formation that 
had been progressively evolving for 1 year and becoming un-
comfortable. The clinical examination found a painless nodule 
of cystic consistency measuring approximately 2 cm, covered 
with normal skin located in the labia minora (Figure 1).  We 
performed an excisional biopsy under local anesthesia, reveal-
ing cystic formation with a regular, simplified cubo-cylindrical 
epithelium, resting on a fibrous layer. The lumen contained 
a polymorphous inflammatory infiltrate with cellular debris. 
The diagnosis of Bartholin’s cyst was made. 

Bartholin's gland cysts are the most common vulvar cysts. 
They affect women particularly between the ages of 20 and 
30. They result from ductal obstruction; the cause is usually 
unknown. Bartholin's cysts are generally asymptomatic, but 
can become infected and painful and form an abscess, which 
is known as bartholinitis. Diagnosis is clinical. They are pain-
less to palpate, unilateral and palpable near the vaginal ori-
fice.  Treatment is based on excision in case of discomfort or 
recurrence. 

Figure 1: Roundish nodule of cystic consistency covered with 
normal skin located in the labia minora.
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